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IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FILING THE ACCOMPANYING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. Section 1.97(e)(1). A copy 
of the International Search Report, mailed on January 9, 2001, is enclosed. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation that 
a search has been made (37 C.F.R. section 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION (37 C.F.R. section 1.8(a)) 
I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 



MAILING 

deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 



Date: January 22, 2001 



FACSIMILE 

transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and 
Trademark Office. 



Signature 

Antonictta Musto 

{type or print name of person certifying) 
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The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against 
interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



Date: January 22, 2001 




Signature of Practitioner 

Thomas J. Burton 

Registration No. P47,464 

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal 

Post Office Box 061080 

Wacker Drive Station, Sears Tower 

Chicago, IL 60606 

USA 

312-876-8000 
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